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4 Meteor Which Hit

ur Earth

Ages Ago

4 and Is Believed
¥ Be One Huge Gem
| Worth Untold Billions of

years ago a syndicate
o miing men commenced
‘foking 4 shaft in Arizona to
§ B largest dlamond in the
Jelieved to be no less than
inle thick. This shalt i3 now-
dmdrsl feet deep. Three or
dedred feet more, it Is ex-

olll reveal the great prize
#22 of this most wonderful
operstion is Meteor nloun-
The mountain is such
¢t only, as it is little more
thite, rising two hundred or
Madred feet above the desert,
2 mlles from Canyon Diabolo

@ the Banta I"e Rallroad.
Wl from s distance Meteor
B boks little different from
#Rlier other buttes that rear
Rils sbove the Southwestern
8 soom 48 one beglins
B8) s sides, strewn with
% fragmente, he redlizes that
@ tbe {hreshold of one of the
ipetest sclentific mysterles
Wb top of the “mountain”
% luto & bowl ke depression
barh slx hundred feet deep
across. It is In eppear-

%t voleanle crater

BiSls agree that this crater
9 e place where a glant
M8 08 large as the clroum-
of the bow! would indicate,
¢ earth In ages past, per-
dulllon of yeurs ago, and
Kl deep into the bowels
®arth—jnst how deep It is
. of the mining syndicate

thls glant mnss struck the
. wag no butte there: the
reated when the meteorite
Iy tremendous welght dis
St of rock, sending huge
8 dust Into the alr pod form-
‘mountaln" gs At exists to-

# s metoorite sank Into the
e ey ltn,l:[!,hﬁusf_ eltled Into
swstion.  The drift of ages

_.lru the edges of the huge

B4 amlsted In the work of

% 1he meteorite.

, most remarkable thing
meteorite, apart from its
Mt 15 the fuct thut in

ISy it consists of one
mdl This 1s luferred from
! numerous large frag-

e meteorite found in the

S 4 which are unusually

W found, upon Investiga-

'mh:l;:ln.mlm.‘;ld-ré meteoric

\ g e

ol " k dlamwonds of

‘" the meteor ftselt consista

g k deimonds Its value
qulte \nconeelvable, for n

e I. dlamond, though worth-

"‘ﬁﬂ. I8 worth wvem more
llf.:;lﬁ for mechanical

a8 probuble, lLiow-

-“;U\ﬁ bolkk of the meteor
Vilte digwond, in whiek

he e Would not be enough

ey FOU L0 puy for it at
price of the preclons

. dlamonds in the world,

8 metli?h-l-nour. the Culll-
the g ogul of Russia, the
it Teat Premier dinmond,
-m”w:mud, the Ttolle pPo-
: ‘mkn Others of the same
gy o0 n the REETegate
il by ;nllllm:s of dollnrs,
: Dlaced together in an
hhlt and not reach
melear)g dlamond,

 Wust boe ut legsg

\ This six :
e :&‘ll‘lwu s ul.::‘:i‘fﬁrdnu
YU supposen tust all

dlamonds m!ght be of meteoric orl-
gin, the scientlsts being unable to
agree whether the bottomless bores In
which they are found and which are
known as “diamoad pipes” are the
result of anclent voleanic actlon—ex-
plosions of subterranecan Inboratories
which ure nature's dlerond factorles,
or of meteors which are themselves
the cruclbles from celestial reglons Iu
which the diamonds are produced.

The lalter theory has many dls
tinguished supporters, of whom the
most eminent ,perhaps, is Sir Will-
inm Crookes, the great English scl-
entist, Sir Willilam examined one of
the fragments of the great Arizona
meteor and found it to coutain dla-
mond crystals. Speaking of the
“pipes” In which diamonds are
found at Kimberley, Sir Wiliam
said :

“They are {irregularly shaped
round or oval plpes extending ver-
tically downward to unknown depths,
relalning about the same diameter
throughout

“How these great plpes were orig-
inully formed it 1s hard to say. They
were certainly not burst through in
the ordinary manner of volcanle
eruption, since the surrounding and
enclosing walls show no slgnus of
lIgneous action.”

It s well known that meteors are
in an incandescent stute when they
reach the surface of the earth,
brought to white heat by (friction
with our atmosphere. It has been
suggested thnt the meteor thus be
comes & cruclble which furnishes
both the intense hest und the tre-
mendous pressure necessary to
Hquify and then ‘o crystallize car
bon.,

Sclentiflcally, therefore, thers s
every reason to helleve that the Ard-
zona meteor 15 well worth the years
of effert and the hundreds of thon-
egands of dollars that have been spent
in trying to locate it; the only gques-
tion belng whetber it 15 imbedded so
deeply that all human efforts to dis-
lodge it will prova fruitless,

Weighing possibly a milllon tons
and falling bundreds of thousands

The Cuilinan Diamond Exact Size
Diamond in the World an
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fragment and
was about to
toss it aside
when its great
weight appealed
(o hlm as some-
thing peculiar.
Ho took It to
camp and turn.
ed It over to a
collector, who In
turn took it to
an eminent Eng-
llsh selentist.
Search was
made for more
fragments of
meteorite {n the
vicinity of Me
teor Mountain
in the hope that
other dlecover-
fea of gems
would result.
The sides of the
mountain and
the desert for

‘he Crater Hollowed Out by the

dreds of Feet Under Its Floor.

of mlles, the glant mass must have
been travelling ai an Inconcelvable
raote of speed when L struck Lhe
earth, yet the cugineeprs who Love
been dlrecting the mining operation
believe (hat Tt conld pot have peue-
traoted more than twenty-tive huge
dred fovt at the utmost.

1f this estimate proves correct, the
recovery of the mammoth dlamond
should be a matter of only n few
months now, for there is less thau
s thousand feet further to dig before
thut depth 1s reached.

For many sears Meteor Mountaln
has ULeen the subject of Indlan tra
ditlon

The Mokis have n teaditlon of a
blnzing =tar which fell ages npgo,
when O Moo Coyote wiy a talldng
animal and wheu the oldest of the
sbandoned <lllf houses In the South.
werl was new.  The legend tells how
the Mokis hnd offended the Great
Spirit. and finplly a warning pas
scnt 1o the shape of a bluzing star

which ilehted up the earth for hun
dewds of julles around and whose
shovk was so territic that several
Mokl villages were #ll but ruined.
The Mokls heeded the warning, and
glues the falling of the blazing star
they have so walked In the paths
of rectitude that they are nmong the
favored proples of Manitow

Aslde from mere curiosity and
gpectlation. the spot where the great
meteor fell was of little Interest to
humanity uatll a wanderlng sheep-
herder, who had been grazing his
flocks Jo the viclnlty of Meteorite
Mountaln, picked up a fragwent of
uletearite  whiech, besldes meteorie
jren. proved te contain hard, black
dininonds of great value for mechans
ical porposvs,

The ecarth in the vicinity of Mete
orite Mountain 18 strewn with frag-
mente, evidently ioosensd from the
maln body by the terrific impact n¥
the Leavenly messenger struck the
earth. The herder picked up a large

“Diamond Meteor"” Which Now Lies riun.

milee on all
sides were thor-
oughly prospect-
od and enough

v gpeclmens were fou
f: Tu;i{::l;:;’ehtlgat the malin body of the
weleorite must bave been heavily
laden with the valusble carbon.

News of the discovery on Meteor
Mountaln soon leaked out, In spite of
strenuous efforts to keep It qulet,
and s syndicate was formed to nscer
tain the position of the great meteor-
ite, If possible. Mising operations
werp begun at the bottom of the
crater, and a shaft was soonl being
sunk.

There are about forty acres in the
bottom of this so-called crater. On
a1l sides a sloping wall rises to &
helght of from five to slx hundred
fesrt, The wall 18 sandy, and climb-
ing lo the top is difficult. The bot-
tom of the depression 18 covered with
huge rocks, some of which welgh
many tons, and which are evidently
portions of rock strata displaced by
the falling meteorite.

The nesrest settlement is at Vola's
trading post, & few miles from the

If a Meteor Diamond as Big as That
Which Struck Arizona Should Fall
on New York This Is Probably
How It Would Appear to Per
sons in Safe Positions.

mountaln. in the heart of the desert
Mr, Volz, the trader at Canyon Diab-
olo, has lived In the vicinity of
Meteor Mountaln for years, and has
been interested in the work of min-
Ing for the meteorite. All the set.
tlers in that part of the Southwest
believe that the main body of the
meteorite will be discovered at some
not distant day, and that solence will
be Immeasurably enriched, even If
the investigators do not fnd as
large & proportion of vrluable car
bon as fragments have Indicated.

If the maln body of the meteorits
is located all other discoverles along
that line will be dwarled. Sclence 18
ulwuys on the alert for moteoric dis-
coverles. One of the most valuable
things brought back by Commander
Peary from hls last trip of polar
discovery was a lArge meteorite,
which was &old for several thou-
sand dollars. Fragments of varying
size aud welght are plcked up from
time t¢ time, it being a theory gen-
erally accepled that the average
meteorite bursts when it strikes the
belt of dense atmogphere surround-
fng the earth. Generally this burste
ing 15 so thorough hat the msteorita
I3 ceattered Into duet, and sifts to
eartn in that form. Ouly occasions
ally do larger fragments survive,

In the case of the Arlzona metoor
ite, however, It would seem that the
falling body was so large that the
usual process of disintegration did
not lake place when the dense at-
mosphere of earth wus struck. The
glant meteorite Rept on falllng In a
solid, blazing mass, untll it was ex.
tingulshed in the sands of the des-
erf, hundreds of feet below the sur-
face of the earth

The largest showers of meteors
oceur o August and November, and
exhibit thelr graatest brilllancy
every thirty-three wears. Most of
these recorded showers are of the
smaller varlety of meteorites, Noth-
ing approaching the Arizana me-
teorite has eve" been recorded, angd
all traditlons regarding these aerlal
messengers may be upset when the
pecret of Meteor Mountuin Is Opally
penetrated. ="
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